EX 4B|iM ATLO'M 




ME.. THOM 



AS TO THE ACTUAL STATE OF THINGS 



. ; ... . 



o 

'I 

0 



LIBEEIA 



THE YEARS I 8 3 S A N D I « 'm. 



AT 



TEE CHATHAM STREET C-HAPEio MAY ©th & l^j^'WH. 



S. W. BENEDICT & CoV PRINTEES, I8S NASSAtT, BtS-EST. 

1834. 



PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 



DintiNG the anniversary week in this city the committee of arnuigeoietit« 
of the American Anti-Slavery Society received a letter from Joshua CotSn 
of Philrdelphia, etating that a colored man was in that city by the namd of 
Thomas C. Brown, who had recently returned from Liberia, and migge«tiag 
the propriety of his being invited to New- York to give Ma peblic testimony 
as to the actual state of the co'cny. The idea arose from a conversation heiUI 
, on the subject with Rev. R. R. Gurley, The committee, in reply, wrote that 
if Mr. Brown had respectable testimonials, and was inclined to come here, on 
his expeuses being paid, arrangements would be made for a public examina - 
tion. He accordingly came. 

The committee, appointed to conduct the examination, engaged Chatham 
street Chapel, and by public advertisement invited the citizens to attend the 
examination on Friday afternoon, May 9th.* Two of the committee con. 
versed with Mr. Brown at length, and received from him a general account 
of his expedition to Africa. Afterwards they prepared a set of interrogate, 
ries to be proposed to him the next day at the public meeting. Tbey pro- 
posed to read them to him previously, but he declined hearing them, Myin|t 
he thought it would be better that he should not know the ijueatima that 
were to be asked until he presented himself before the meeting. The qaes* 
tions therefore were not read to Mr. Brown, nor ^d he know any thing of 
them until they were proposed to him in public. 

The answers were taken down by Rev. Joshua Leavitt, and are g^ven in 
Ihe precise words of Mr. Brown, so flir as it was in the power of the lepoi^ 
to record them. 

During the examination various questions were proposed in writing hj 
persons in the meeting. Those questionis, with the replies, are iscladed ia 
the testimony now presented to the public.t Dr. Reese, and others, were 
allowed to cross-examine Mr. Brown, and his replies to their questions ere 
carefully inserted with the other proceedings. 



'''Among the numerouB misrepreseuUtions that have been spread abroad, ntpadmg 
the examination of Mr. Brown, is this— It has been stated that the Chapel was en- 
gaged Friday afternoon for a meeting with reference to the religious state of I^anue, 
and that those inteivisted in calling that meeting were prevented holding it by toe 
trustees of the Chapel, who gave the preference to the Anti-Slavery Sociatjr. It u 
true that a meeting for that object was notified on Thursday avening bv soine iodivid- 
uals unknown to the trustees of the Chapel, or the committee of the Amenoen Anti- 
Slavery Society; but the Chapel had been previously engaged \fi>r tiie snmtnation 
of Mr. Brown. , /. v 

t Owing to the disturbance in the meetings it was impossible for tb« oomnuttw to 
propose all the questions that were sent Hp to the chairman. It was their wish and 
endeavor to propose all that were proper to be read before the audisnoe, and it was a 
disappoiatment to them that any such were aecessarily omitted. Several questioBs 
were of «uch a nature that a committee of colonizatiomftB, however, to whom they 
were referred, decided that they were not proper to be pubhcly proposed. 



rRSLIMIKARY REMARKS. 



The public in the city, and elsewhere, will now be able to judge reopectiog 
the proceedings that b&ve gained such wide-spread publicity, and which hare 
been so greatly misrepresented by the opponents of the American Anti- 
S^very Society. They will perceive that the object was to elicit tiutb, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth. They will also properly estimate 
the motives of those who disturbed the meetings, and of those who, orally 
or in the newspaptsrs, have endeavored to mislead the public as to the object 
and result of the examination. 

Mr. Brown's character, it will be seen from the evidence, remsins uniao- 
peached.* Few men could have appeared before the public more creditably 
to himselt^ than did this respectable and worthy individual. As a man of 
iuteiligence, probity, and Christian forbearance, he gained many friends. • 

After perusing the examinition of this witness, readers will pronounce 
their condemnation upon the conduct of those who have denounced him 
because he spoke unwelcome truths. They will perceive also, from his 
czceQent replies to questions proposed by hitr opponents, what justice there 
WM iu the reiterated insinuations that his answers to the interrogatories of 
t!)e committee had been coUusively prepared. It will also be for Dr. Reese 
and oae of the editors of the Commercial Advertiser,! (who are of the 
Methodist cozmectioD,) to consider the propriety of their denouncing one 
of time brethren, having the certificate of Rev. Dr. Capers that he bad 
been froved iobs a unrthy man, and failh/ul brother, when in his mouth toot 
ftnmimgvUe. 

The rosult of this examination has been auspicious to the Anti-Slaveiy 
cause. Candid men have had their eyes opened by the scenes of violence 
that took place, the misrepi^sentations that have been made, Uie Christian 
spirit with which such assaults have been met, and especially by the facts 
«Ucited. Hr. Brown's testimony, in many important particulars, b corrob- 
orated by the letter recently received by the Colonization Society from Rev. 
J. B. Pitney, their temporary Colonial Agent at Liberia. Such facta wiU 
open th? eyes of the community. Violent opposition will hasten it. Let 
" lij^t and love " be our motto. Truth is great and it will prevail. 



*It has been reported, to Mr. Browa'e disadvantage, that after agreeing to sabmit 
to an examination before the Colonization Society, he declined attending the meeting. 
Tb« troth is, the violence and outrage which occurred after he had consented to at* 
taod that nieftting, induced him to fear personal violence might be offered to him, and 
his fncnda advuM him to leave the dty. But a note waa sent to the meeting, with a 
•request that it might be read, stating that Mr. Brown would be rdvised to attend an 
eocajniaation by a committee of three peraoQs from the Colonization Society, and the 
Mims nuihber from the American AQti--$lavery Society, provided the membors of both 
committed would sgn the examination and publish it. The letter was not read in 
fmblie, nor nas the pTopositiott bden accepted ! 

t Extrixt* from tku newspaper : 

"Id the course of which (the examination) the witness was convicted firom bis own 
mouth of gtoM misrepreaeatationt, concMlment of the truth, and palpable prevarica- 

'*W» evi*Kans and Calaehoods-wwe sach as to disgust the moral sense of avery 
taxB who MOght the Kg^t of truth" ! ! 



QUESTIONS 

ADDRESSED TO MR. THOMAS C. BROWN, MAY 9, 1834, 

BY A COMMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN 4NT?-8l.A\nPF.T SOCIBTY. 



At the opening of the meeting, Rev. John Frost, of Whitesbo- 
rough, N. Y. was appointed Chairman, and Professor E. Wright, Jr. 
Secretary. A member of the Examining Committee commenced the 
examination, as follows, varying the questions that had heen prepared, 
and adding others, according to circumstances. 

Mr. Brown, will you state to this audience your former place of residence, 
occupation, and situation in respect to property and the means of support 1 

1 was born in Charleston, S. C, where I have resided. > I ana a 
carpenter by trade—owned two houses, two stories hjgh,i. and two 
lots^ which cost me over $3000. 

Atv. you an American or an Africain 1 

I think I am an American. I can trace my ancestors for four 
generations in South Carolina. 

In going to Africa, did you regard yourself as going home to your native 
land? 

By no means. 

What induced you to leave America, and go to Africa ? 

To better my condition. 

Did you go of your ovni accord t 

I did. 

Did you ever know individuals that went contrary to their wishes 1 
My partner went contrary to her wishes, I arn sorry to say. 

In disposing of your property, in order to go, were you obliged to make a 
sacrifice upon it! and if so, how great 1 

I sold property that was worth $3000 for $1850. 

Is it & common thing for colonists, who have property, to make sacrifices 
on it, in a similar way? 
Those who have property are always obliged to sacrifice it. 

Before embarking for Liberia, had you any testimonialB of character, &c. 1 
and if so, will you present them to tins audience ? 

Mr. Brown delivered his testimonials to the Secretary, who read 
them to 'ihe meeting, as follows : 

It is st&ted, at the request of Thomas Brown, for the information of such 
aa may be interested, that he has been for a number of years a master work- 
man in this place, has been the undertaker of large jobs of work upon his 
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own reBponsibility, and has, I believe, in every instance, given satiafactijn, 
and sustained his character as an intelligent wo/kman, an upright and hoaett 
man. My own dealings with him have been extensive, and nis credit was 
permitted frequently to obtain ft r him at the mill ^1000. In all these trans- 
actions his conduct has been correct, and from a personal knowledge I would 
recommend him as an industrious, intelligent and enterprising workman, aod 
as a moral, peaceable and good citizen. W. J. Bennet?. 

Charhxlon, S. C, Oct. 24. 1832. 

Having employed Mr. Thomas Brown frequently as a ma«ter workman, we 
with pleasure concur with Mr. Bennett in his recommendation. 

ThOMA.8 FtEMMIXO. 
R. F. H»NRT. 

Wm. Timmons. 
A. G. Walton. 
Robert EUoas. 

The bearer, Thomas Cilavan Brown, a colored man, about thirty- two years 
of age, is on his way to New- York. This is to certify, that 1 have been ac- 
quainted with him, and with his parents and family, for many years, and know 
him to be a freeman, and do further certify, that he has always borne a good 
character, being a sober, industrious, honest man, and a carpenter by trade, 
and all good men are respectfully requested to treat him well, and a^ssist him 
on his way by giving him employ, &c. Sahusi. Maverick. 

Pendleton, S. C, July 24, 1832. 

Thomas C Brown, the bearer, has been for several years an acceptable 
member, and for a shorter time past a class-leader, in the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church in this city. Leaving us to join the colony at Liberia, we affec- 
tionately and confidently recommend him to the grace of God, and the fel- 
lowship of our brethren, and all who love our Lord Jesus Christ. We have 
proved him to be a worthy man, and a faithful brother. 

(Signed) W. Capers, 

IVIinister in charge of the M. E. Church, 
Charleston, S. C. 

Charleston, S. C, Sept. 30, 1832. 

The committee then inquired if any gentiemau present was ac- 
quainted with any of these individuals. 

The veneraule Wm. Turpin, Esq. who is well known in this city, 
rose, and said he was acquainted with several of them, and could 
•say, "they are very good men." 

Mr. L. Tappan said one gentleman who signed the certificate was 
well known to him, and he presumed to many in the audience, as a 
gentleman of great respectability. He alluded to Thomas Flem. 
ming, Esq.* 

Dr. Reese, b*iing present, was requested to examine the certificate 
signed by Rev. Dr. Capers, and state whether it was genuine, &c. 
Dr. R. came forward, examined the certificate, and stated that it was 



* Since tlicjiublic exajnination, one of the committee has met Mr. Plemming, who states 
that he knew T. C. Brown well ; that he was a capable, honest, and worthy man, whom he 
had employed a good deal ; but he did not sign the certificate that has his name affixed to it. 
He supposes his brother-in-law, A. G. Walton, one of the signersi, affixed his name to it in 
his absence from Charleston at the time. Mr. Brown says Mr. Walton was eo kind as to 
■write the certificate, and take it to the other gentlemen to be signed ; and that he did not know 
that Mr. Fleniraing was absent when his name was affixed to it, but supposed he signed it 
himself. 



r 

in the hand-writing of Dr. Capers, who was on the Charleston station 
at the date of it, and was a worthy minister of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. 

The coinraittee resumed the examination ; 

Did yo« go to Liberia at your own expeuBe ? 
I went partly at my own expense. 
What was the price of the passage 1 

We were three famil.'es, and fourteen persons. We agreed to fur- 
nish our provisions, and pay $300 if they would take some lumber. 

How long did you remain in the colony? 
Fourteen months. 

Did you purchase any property in the colony, and what was it 1 
I purchased a lot with Mr. Johnson, near the water ; one behind 
Daily & Russwurm; another half lot in Green street; and one op- 
posite to J. Lewis's. 

Do you still own that property, and why ? 

I still own the lots on Green street, because I was unable to find a 
purchaser. I could get no hid offered for the lots over ten dollars, 
for what originall}'^ cost seventy-five dollars. 

Is property generally depreciated? 

Property is very much dt-preciating. Land can hardly be sold at 
any price. 

What views of the staca of things in the colony had you, before going 
thither, and with what t.;j>cctations did you go ? 

I expected to see a fertile country, and honest, upright and enter- 
prising men, with whom I could unite m getting a living, and bring 
up my family as I wished. My expectations had been raised by the 
Colonization Society. 

Were your expectations reahzed ? 
They were not. 

Is it a common thing for colonists to be thus disappointed ? 

It is a common thing for them to be disappointed. 

On your arrival, how werj you received, and why? 

Was very kindly received by the. settlers. Was introduced *o the 
first families. It was well • t we had pro])erty, and we aftt ards 
found this was the reason oi i „ being so sveW received at first. 

What friends accompanied you • o Liberia ? 

Many of the persons who accompanied me were formerly residents 
of Charleston. Twelve of them were from Georgia, My pwTi family 
consisted of myself, my wife, three children, my mother, brother, and 
two sisters. 

At wt.U season of the year did you »jrive ? 
In January. 
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Is th&i the healthy or unhealthy season? 

I am a.i a loss for an answer. People told me that at the beginning 
of the rains it is apt to be sickly, bm during the rains, and up to the 
next rains it is healthy. We arrived after the rains. 

How soon after your arrivtl were you and your family taken sickf 

I was taken sick in twelve days, and all the rest in six days after. 

How m&ny of your family died, and who ? 

Two of my children, and my brother and sister. 

Kow long were those sick that finally recovered 1 
I do not know an individual that I left in health. 

Does the fever injure the constitution of those that recover 1 
In my opinion, a man can never be restored to his strength, as he 
had it in America. 

Has your constitution suffered by it! 

My constitution has suffered kviterially. Few could have suffered 
so much as I did, and recover. 

What are the accommodations of the colonists while sick — the -juantity 
and kind of provisions — ^the size and convenience of the rooms they occupy ! 

I never drev/ from the Colony stores, but understood they had two 
pounds of fish ov meat, corned pork or beef, and six pounds of bread 
stuff per week. The rooms in the receptacles are comfortable, say a 
room twelve feet square for a family. 

In what ship did you sail, and what number of emigrants went with you? 
What else did the ship carry out 1 

I sailed in the Hercules. I think one hundred and seventy-four 
persons went out. The ship took crockery, molasses, flour, and stores. 
There was some I * :mber on deck. 

Were the emigrants taken sick after their arrival ? 
All those who go will be sick in sixty days. 
How many of them — ^how soon—- what number died ? 
In less than four months forty-nine died out of one hundred and 
seventy-four who went out. 

Question hy mvt of the audier^x. What proportion of the forty-nine, wi»o 
died in lees than four months, were old persons, and of proviously feeble 
constitutions 1 

None of them. They were persons who had possessed good con- 
stitutions. 

What proportion of the colonijits die in this process of seasoning T 
Should think nearly one half die in eighteen months. 

Do the grave-yards at Liberia look aa though there were frequent deaths ? 
The grave-yards always look fresh. 

Why did you come away from Liberia 1 

I came away for two reasons. First, I could not enjoy health ; 
and secondly, I could not get a living. 



t!|oBld .you be.tn^ced to go theT<e agiin, with yeur "own oonfleM.?" 
.' I could not be induced to go again with my own consent, unless 
there was no other place where a man could live. 

How much more did they chai^ to bring you back thut to carry yoa out ? 

I paid $200 for myself and wife to return. As stated before, I con- 
tracted to pay $300 for the .passages of my family out, and fox freigbt 
•of the lumber, and I have a receipt for it at Philadelphia. 

Was there -any opposition made to your coming aws^ 1 What? 

Handbills were stuck up a few minutes before I left, istating tJic 
law, that no person should leave \vithout giving (wo days' notice, and 
-obtaining a pass from the governor. 

Are there any others there, diat wouM like to come back 1 What is their 
<:haracter ? 

Gieat numbers would like to come bacJc, aivd bad rather suffer sla- 
very than stay in that country and starve. Some who appear to be 
-doing well are anxious to remove from that country. Many accepted 
the offer lo go to Cape Palmas, though it is in a rude state. I was 
applied to for advicts, oy a wioovv who had four children, the wife of 
rtjy former partner. Ward, who was anxious to go to Gape Palmas. 
She was straitened, could not get a living, and wonld -go any where. 

Why do they not do it ? 

I do not know the reason. 

De you know one Eandolp'h Cooper in Liberia ! 

I do. 

What is bis business } 

Was recently a commission merchant — ^blat^ksmith — <rabinet-mak- 
«r — keeper of the Colonial Hotel— and was also a merchanrtntailor. 

Drd you ever hear hina say any thing about coming back « 
He manifested displeasure at my desiring to remove. Ridiculed 
my going back to slavery. I told him I should feel free go where I 
would. I asked him if he would not return if he had money enough. 
He said he should be glad to leave Africa. 

What if a ship ehoald be sent out to Liberia and ofler to king back aH 
that wished to come, and to pay the passage of such as could not pay it 
tliemseivee — do you think any body would come ? 

* I would say a large majority would come. 

If any did not come, what do you think would be the reason ? 

* Those who are attached to the government I suppose wuuld not 
come. 

What if the High Sheri^ or any other officer, should testify on this |M»iDt, 
■do you think they wotdd make a different statement 1 Why 1 

* Those who are favorable to the Colonization Society migfj*, 
because they live principally by the society. 



* The reporter did not record the answers to these questions, and Mr- Brown huiurnishMl 
.answers to them since. 

2 
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Do the colonists fiud any difSculty in sending ]«tt«n to their ^endi in 
this country ! 

* I don't know of any difficuky. I never had any answers to myiet- 
ters, that is from my friends. Mc. Gurley answered my letter to him. 

What ship did you come back in 1 

Ship Jupiter. I arrived, April 13, 1834. 

V»^here have you been since you got back 1 

Stopped in this city four days ; then left for Philadelphia. 

Have you talked with any of the agents of the Colonization Society since 
your return ? 

Have had interviews with seme of them. 

Has any thing been said to you to make you give a favorable account of 
the state of things in liiberia 1 Where 1 When ? What ? Who ? 

As I design to speak the truth I must answer the question. At- 
tempts have been made to gull me into favorable ideas respecting Bassa 
Cove. A gentleman in Philadelphia asked me if I were opposed to 
colonizing in Africa. I told him I was opposed to i' He said " all my 
hopes rest in Bassa Cove, and if thee will hold . . favorable idea* 
respecting Bassa Cove, I will help thee get business." 

What is the name of this gentlemen 1 
Elliot Cres.son. 

Were you at Liberia when the ship La Fayette arrived "i 
I was. 

Where did she sail from 1 When 1 

She sailed from Baltimore, December 9, 1832. 

When did she arrive at Liberia ] 

January 19, 1833. 

How m&ny emififrants on board 1 

Not able to tell. 

Was there one J. W. Prout among them ? 
Yes. 

What office did he hold I ^ 
Have seen it stated that he was an Agent in the vessel. Had then 
no acqaintance with him. 

fHere some one demanded of the witness if he had not seen the 
questions the committee were proposing to him, Mr. Brown asserted 
that he had not. The chairman then stated that any person present 
might interrogate the witness provided the question should be re- 
duced to writing, and the writer's name be afiixed to it. If the ques- 
tion was not deemed by him to be an improper one it would be 
handed over to the committee to be proposed.] 

Was there any difficulty between the eraigrantB and him 1 What was it ? 

He was the Agent and Superintendent of the stores given by the 
Maryland Board, to see that they were well provided for. After 
the emigrants arrived, I saw Capt. Hardy passing my door in a great 
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rage. I was led to inquire the causts. Was told the eroigranta had 
made complaints respwrting provisions and stores that were deni<*d 
them. They complained that hospital stores, reserved for time of 
sickness, after they had reached the Colony were denied thera ; that 
id as they say. I afterwards heard that they had written to the Mana- 
gers of the Maryland Society, with a statement from Capt. Hardy. 
The parent institution wrote to inquire the true state of the case ; but 
I have no personal knowledge of this. 

Did many of these emigrants die ■! 
Can't say. 

Did they complain of their food any ! What did they say 1 
* They stated that they had stinking fish, and rotten meat. When 
Capt. Hardy asked Gov. Mechlin why he gave such provisions, he 
answered that it was necessary to use the stale provisions first. 

• they ever do any thing about it t Whatl 
i aere was a committee of investigation, who made a report and 
gave it to Gov. Mechlin to send to the Colonization Society. 

Questions by one of the audience. 

Have you not been induced by the frieuds of abohtion to make tliis state- 
ment 1 

I have not. The object of this examination, I say in the presence 
of Almighty God, ia to give a fair statement, and not to deceive the 
people. 

Have you not an interest in giving an unfavorable account of the colony? 

It is against my interest to make these statements. If the Colony 
falls, what property I have there will fall. 

Examination resumed by the Committee. 

Did that [the above difficulty] have any thing to do with Gov. Mechlin's 
return! 

I do not know that the Report had anything to do with his return. 

What is the general state of morals in IJiberial 

The morals are not as we would wish to have them. 

Is there any intemperance among the colonists ? 
Some degree ; not to any considerable extent. 

!■ it a common practice to drink ardent spirit ! 
Very common to drink ardent spirit. 
Is it thought to be necessary to drink it ? Why 
Yes J water is bad, and very scarce too. 

What is doing to promote temperance ? 
Don't know of any thing doing to promote temperance. 
Are any of the ministers temperance, or total abstinence, men 1 
Doi»'t k iow of any of the ministers who are total abstinence men. 

lSe« p. 20 for Dr. Reese's and others' cross-examination of Mr. 
Brown.] 
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Ib there any licentiousness in the colony ! 

Some degree of licentiousness as in other places; 

How many white men lived in the colony 1 
There are now six. 

Are they all connected' with the government ? 

Two are connected with the government, Gov. Pinney and Dr.. 
Todsen. 

How many were there a year ago ? 
One — Gov. Mechlin. 

Have there been any mviatto children born there ? 

There have certainly been mulatto children born there. 

Who are their reputed fathers 1 

[Before this question was answered several persons on the lower 
fioor exclaimed, "Shame! shame!" Others in the galleries caught 
the expressions and re-echoed them, with the usual accompaniments; 
of hissing, whistling, &e. It was evident that many persons who 
who were opposed to the Anti-Slavery Society went to the meeting on- 
purpose to make a disturbance. Individuals were heard to use thieat- 
eniug expressions as they went into the Chapel. 

In the midst of the uproar Hugh Maxwell, Esq. rose and ad- 
dressed the disorderly part of the otdience. He said in order that" 
truth may be told it may be necessary that the questions should involve- 
some deg;r€e of ixidelicacy. But the object we all aim at is truth, and 
by proper patience we shall get out the truth. Let us wait for the 
commmittee to ask their questions and then I will request the gentle- 
men to permit me to cross-examine the witness. I perceive that 
some of the gentlemen are known to me^ and they are persons i 
respect, and whose motives I believe to be good. 

The chairman of the committee remarked that the committee had 
no objection whatever to Mr. Maxwell's cross-examining Mr. Brown. 
So far from it, they desired it ; and they would state further, that if Mr. 
Maxwell would take a seat with the committee, they would pledge 
themselves not to ask a question that gentleman did not sanction. 
Mr. Maxwell declined this overture. The audience became some- 
what composed, and the committee proceeded in the examination.] 

Mavc there been any mulatto children born there ? 
There has been one mulatto child born there. 

Who is its reputed father V 
I am not prepared to say. 

Have any of ihe colonists married natives, and adopted the native dress 
and customs 1 Who 1 

Two individuals have married native wives. Mr. Curtis and Bra- 
zil Gray have adopted native customs: 

Do party politics run high in Liberia? 
Party j^oli. . : do tun. high. 
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Wtint is the ground of difle»9nce f 
Personal panialrties are the ground of it 

Is the government of the colony efficient ? 

It is so for people in their present state. They are governed pretCy 
mitch according to the viewts of the judge. 
Who make the laws rjid choose the offieers? 

The laws are proposed by the colonists for approval by the So- 
ciety. 

Has the Governor the power t» veto aor officer e&oaen bjthe cdotusUi T 

He has power to veto any officer chosen by the Colonints. 
How do the colonists feel towards the CoJoniiation Society 7 

Some of the Colonists hf>ve unfavorable feelings tmvard the Colo- 
nization Society, and some have not. Some say the Society is bur- 
dening then), with dead weights, with ignorant people and poor, who 
get sick and are a burden to the community. 

What did Messrs. Williams and Roberta come here fox last year? 
I do not know. 

Woiild the colonists be gla<? to throw off the control ef tlie »ociety t 
Some wish to throw off* the control of the Society. 
What hinders theif ^loing it I 

They are feeble. Bound to respect the governor. 

What is the Court House built of T How large is it ? 

It is built of wood. It is about twenty by thirty feet. 

How many stories high, and its oondition T 

It is only one story high — very old — wants repairs. 

Are there any saw mills in Liberia ? 
There are no saw-mills in Liberia. 

Wliat sort of buildings are the factories* of which tbe Colonieation Secieiy 
speak 1 

There are no factories within the settlement. I was told they wer* 
not allowed by Ip.w. 

How extensively have tJie natives pat themselves under the protection ef 
the colonists? 

I do not know of any natives who have put themselvefs under aJxf 
protection of the colonists. 

How large are the schooners at Liberia ? 

The largest is the government schooner of 50 to 60 tons. Daily 
and Russwurm's is about 45, Teage's is about 20, CheeseoMin's » 
about the same, and the others are only long boats. 

Are the colonists inach in debt ? 
They are. 



♦ Warehouses or stores are Meant. 
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How do the government pay thoee they employ t 
They pay in goods when they have them in the store. When short 
of goods they pay in acceptances. 

Will the government jreceive its own acceptance* in payment for duties 1 
They refused to receive acceptances of me in payment for duties. 

Do you know one James Temple there 1 
1 know him. 

Were you aco;iainted with Francis Dev&ny, Esq., who testified before a 
committee of CorLgresa that he was worth «20,000 'i 

I was acquainted with Mr. Devany, and knew he was not worth 
a quarter of that sum when he died. 

Have you any proof that he was not, at the time he testified before Con* 
grass, worth f 20,000 ! 

I was told by a respectable gentleman, one of the best officers of the 
colony not attached to the government, that he asked Mr. Devany how 
he could answer so v;hen he knew better. He replied, he believed that 
the friendship of merchants, and his knowledge of business, were 
worth $15,000, and he had property worth $5,000. 

What account had you of Liberia before you went out ? 

I had my information from Mr. Devany. His testimony at Wash- 
ington was the first I had seen. I wrote to him and he answered 
favorably. He said I could not carry on business so extensively as 
I did i»i Charleston, but there was plenty of it, and plenty of bread, 
and a man need not want. 

What is the state of agriculture in the colony 1 

All the emigrants in the upper settlements are engaged in agricul- 
ture. 

What are the feelings of the colonists m respect to slavery 1 
I know that some in the colony are disposed to hold slaves. I 
heard one individual say that the colony would never become any 
thing, that they could never amass wealth without them. 

In answer to other questions put to Mr. Brown by diiferent persons 
he replied : 

That all the emigrants in the upper settlement are engaged in some 
way in agriculture. 

That they must trade, they get nothing without barter, and to trade, 
must get goods to trade vith. 

That they raise produce and exchange it for goods. 

That Cassada is the principal staple in the colony. 

That the farms are small. 

That they do not raise enough to supply their own wants, but get 
great proportion from America. 
That the soil is not very rich. 

Th&t there are ploughs in the colony, but none in use, as they hav« 
no ammftla to draw them. 
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That he conversed with some who say the g^round will not prodnc* 
well, but he never tried it. 

That they have but few horses in the colony, and few cattle w 
brought down by the Mandingoes. 

That the worms destroy many plants. 

That there is no man rich here ; some live, and the rest make out 
to stay in the world. 

That some are so deprived of their stay as to be induced to beg. 

That on his arrival several vessels had unusually supplied the 
colony with provisions, but since that time they had frequently been 
very scarce. 

That no gentleman in New-York had ever promised him compen- 
sation. 

That goods and provisions were very high ; that they were fifty 
per cent above the retail price in this country. 
That pork was twenty cents a pound. 

That there is very seldom any coffee in the village, and he has given 
forty cents a pound for it. 

(The committee now postponed their interrogatories to allow Mr. 
Brown to answer written questions proposed by various persons in 
the assembly.] 

Questions by Rev. R. R. Gurley. 

Was it not professedly a great object with you for going to liberia to do 
good to Africa ? 

1 mentioned that my sole object was *o get rid of the oppressive 
laws of South Carolina. I thought that as I was going I could exert 
a moral influence over those within my reach. Did not go as a mis- 
sionary. I was a class leader, and it was my intention to do all the 
good I could. 

Did you not understand, when your lumber was left through the overload- 
ing of the ship by the emigrants from Charleston, did you not understand 
that the lumber was to be sent you, and do you not know that the Colonixa< 
tion Society have only been waiting for an opportunity to sendl 

There is no doubt of it ; I did not mean to be understood to say 
any thing to the contrary. There have been promises to send it, and 
I suppose that if convenient it would be, but mean time I am the 
sufferer. 

Did yoa not say to a gentleman here thn,t you were uncertain what you 
should do about returning to Africa 1 

1 may have said it, but I have property there, and also a mother 
and sister whom I was not able to bring back with me. It was my 
intention to come on before them and try to provide a situation for 
them. 

Do you not know that several men of color have visited this country from 
Liberia at their own expense, and that tiiey iiave returned again to the 
colony T 

I do know that several colored men have come to America, and 
returned. Their motives I know not. 
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. X)uiiQ|r the aicknetM of your company was not tbe pbyeicians absent on 
Acoount of in health ? 

During the former part of our sickr'^ss tbe physicians were pres- 
«nt. Dr. Tildea left soon, and Dr. Holt remained longer. 

Q««sf«M» Jy Prof. Wr^b. How many acres of kmd are under cultiyation ! 
I am not prepared to answer. 

Qutstion by Mr. Gudey, Has the ageat ever pat a veto on any officer 
elected by tbe people ! 

I know not of any. The acting agent decided his own way, not- 
withstanding his counsellors did not agree. 

Quntum fry Thoi. N. Ayres. How many of the colonists have you hear^ 
express a desire to throw off the government of the Society 1 

1 cannot say it is the hearty desire of the people. Many have con- 
versed with me, and they say, we are a timid and feeble nation, and 
we wish to put ourselves under a people who care more for us. 

QuesiioH 4jr C. Kellogg. What iu the cause for the gp«at mortality ex- 
isting 1 

I don't knovy, but I suppose it is a vertical sun, a dense atmosphere, 
and being surrounded by mangrove swamps. 

Que$tion fcy Henry . Were there any difficulties between yoo and 

the governor, or any of the cjicera of the government of Liberia anterior to 
the time when you left h 1 

There vras no difficulty between me and the officers of the govern- 
ment J I had some government acceptances, and they would not re- 
ceive them. 

Quettion bif Z. C. Congdm. How far is tbe Grand Basea settlement from 
Siberia, and is the former less healthy than the latter ] 

Don't know exactly the distance from Munrovia. It is generally 
thought to be more healthy, but some have returned to Munrovia for 
health. 

Is the colony of Liberia less healthy than the riee lands of South Carolina, 
or the low lands of the Mississippi 1 

I should not say they were more unhealthy to a stranger th: rice 
lands, for that is certain death to a stranger. 

Question by Mr. Chirley. Should you think the present agent of the colo- 
ny a nian of integrity, and do you think he would make an honest and fair 
report 2 

I believe that unless an agent goes amc«gthe lowest class, and finds 
out their distress, he cannot make ii fair report. 

(^eation by D. Ruggles. What business does Rev. Mr. Caesar follow ? 
He is a surveyor. 

Questum by T. Alkn. What inducements were held out to you to come 
from Philadelphia to answer the questions T Who pays your expenses ? 

The inducements that brought me from Philadelphia were to tell 
the truth, i received a letter, stating that it would be satisfactory to 
have me corae here and tell the truth. It was, 1 think, signed by tbe 
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BeT. Mr. Phelps, and waa directed to I4f- James Forten. [Mr. Phelps 
here stated, that he wrote the letter, and it authorized Mr. Forten to 
tell Mr. Brown his expenses would be paid.] 

Question by N. H. Bering. Have any colonistB grown rich at Uibsria; and 
to what extent ; and in what bueiness ; and how many are rich? 

An individual cannot know the wealth of another. One who has 
been said to be worth $70,000 told me h^t would not have bcead tot 
his children when his debts were paid. Several others are much in 
debt, and they say they have not the means of paying. 

Question by P. A. BeU. Mr. Brown has stated they paid 9^00 for their 
passages, provided lumber was carried out with them. Said lumber was not 
taken. Was any of the money returned to said Brown & Co. ? 

I have not received any money back, but I have confidence in the 
gentlemen with whom I conversed, and who assured me it should 
be paid. 

Question by W. A. Welles. Have you not been induced by the friends of 
AboUtion to give an unfavorable impression as to the settlement in liberial 

I have not received any inducements from them. If any offer should 
be made, I should answer as 1 did the man who wanted to guil me to 
give an opinion the other side. 

/I 

Question by W. A. WeUes. Do you not know many who beg, who might 
gain a livelihood if they would be industrious? And do you not know aome 
who are too lazy to work ? 

I know one who is too lazy to earn a living, but when I reflect on 
the paralyzing influence of the fever, I am prepared to make many 
allowances. 

Question by . What proportion of the emigrants that went out with 

you were old or infirm ? 

Don't know that any were in a declining state of healtL They 
jvere all healthy. 

Queftion by Prof. WriglU. Is the Colonization Society in debt to you? 
They are, and I believe they will pay me. 

Question by P. D. Myers. Why was not your lumber taken out, when you 
had paid for it ? 

The vessel was incapable of taking it. If the ballast had been 
taken out, the lumber might have gon^. 

Did Elliot Cresson hold out eny inducements to you to deviate from the 
truth? 

He wished me to give favorable ideas respecting Bassa Cove. I 
had told him before, I was opposed to colonizing in Africa. He said 
he did not intend, and probably he did not, to decoy me from the truth. 

Question by J. C. Cutler. Lid yon know, previous to this exaoiaatioo* 
wh&t questions would be proposed to you, or of what natore? 

I did not know what questions would be proposed. I would uii 
object if all the individuals here were to ask me a question apiece. 
I would stick to the truth. 
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i^M0ai^ Jttf A. B. B9^ief. Are those poor who become sick aupported 
\y W ooM>iutte« or by the Society ? 

Mftny are supported on the bounty of the Society, but the Committee 
fi jHealth are very negligent 

Qu«sHon hif D. E. Bartlell. Did you, or any oiker man acquainted at aU 
ipMi kutorut ever beAr of an infant colony which was not, to a considerable 
^itfpnifi, puoject to so»i« or 'Ji of tite evils which are experienced by the oclo- 
of Liberia 1 

Whether other colonies suffer as much or more was not an inquiry 
whh me; but finding myself becoming sick, and probably soon to be- 
come poor or dead, and my family iix distress, I was induced to come 

Qtwttaon by Mr. Zkren. Was it a very unhealthy year that you went out? 
I eould not compare it with years past. 

Question by C. Kellogg. What was the cause for the great mortality ex< 
n^gtherel 

It was owing to the great quantity of strangers there that year. 

Q;u$sHon Carios Smith. Whose name was signed to the handbills of 
ivliKhyoa spoke? 

The printer's. 

Question by A. Vail. Did you ask permission to return 1 Did you give 
two days' notice before your return? Were you on good terms with the 
officers of the colony ? 

Dtf not give two days' notice. 

Question by L. A. Sawyer. Did you know that the natives have not pat 
tlUNXiaelves under the protection of the colony? 

I knew that the colonists do not consider the natives under theit 
]»TOtaetion, 

Question by Dr. Ref.se. Are not Rev. Messrs. Spalding and Wright total 
di9tiuence men ? Did not they form a Temperance Society before you left, 
inehiding all the colored miniuters of the Methodist Church ? 

There was a Temperance Society talked of, but I do not know 
whether one was formed. 

Qttestion by D. Hall. Were you at Liberia when Mr. Pinney arrived, and 
how was he received as their governor ? 

When Mr. Pinney arrived he was joyfully received. 

Question by George JR. Barlcer. .Have you ever known Indian com to be 
ifftised there ? If so, how much to an acre ? 

Know of one case at Millsburgh, by Daniel George. Took out 
Med of flint com. He told me he planted two acres, sold considera- 
ble, in a. green state, and told me he raised five bushels. 

Question by P. Van Zandt. You stated that your wife went to Liberia 
contmy to her will, please to state how and what was the nature of the 
{wee, if any, and by whom ? 

Nothing forced her to go but tender regard to me. 



i9 

Questiona by J. W. Carringlon, Jr. Did Mr. Brown obtain a ptMpott be- 
fore leaving Liberia 1 

I did not. 

Qtiestion by ■■ • Are you not to receive a compensation ftom the Ajb»- 
Utioniets' Society for stating what you have, and how much are jm W 
receive 1 

No compensation has ever been offered me. I don't want any pay 
for telling the truth. 

Question by A. Vail. Is not the land very productive when cultivated*! 
Does it not yield spontaneously many productions 1 

I never cultivated any land. At Millsburgh yellowish always* 
Produces very well. Do not know of any variety of productions. 

Qtieslisn by Henry Gell. What did the lumber consist of ?— alluding to 
the lumber Mr. Brown intended to take with him ? 

Lumber of house frames, three of them, with boards ready dressed. 

Question by Dr. Weston of Mississippi. Are you acquainted with the Afri- 
can delegates sent by the Mississippi Colonization Society, and what was 
their character for truth and veracity ? 

I never knew them. 

[The Committee here resumed their examination of Mr. Browa.] 

Are many of the colonists engaged in trade ? 

Very unprofitably. 

In what articles do they trade? 

Camwood and Ivory. 

Is RUM one of the principal articles of trade ? 

Can buy nothing without rum — Unless they give them something 
in lieu of it to purchase it. 

Do slave ships, or slavers, trade with the coloniits? 
Ships trade with the colony 

[The examination was here interrupted by persons in different 
•parls of the house, some exclaiming one thing and some anothet. 
It seemed to be their determination to put an end to the proceedings. 
A clergyman, understood to be Rev. Mr. Dunbar, rose in the midst of 
the uproar and addressed the rioters, saying, " I came here friendly 
to the Colonization Society, but I disapprove of this disorder, and coa- 
sider it disgraceful, &c. &c." Finding it difficult to suppress the 
tumult, on motion, the meeting was adjourned to the followmg day.] 
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Saturday, May lOth. 

The adjourr ed meetii^g was advertised in the various newspapers, 
and the public were requested to attend the meeting, and listen to an 
n;xai^in(Uion of T. C. Brown, by a committee nf the Anti-Slavery So- 
citty. Notwithstanding this, the leading Colonization newspaper in 
the city called upon the opposers of the meeting to attend, and inti- 
mated to them the propriety of taking their own course with regard to 
the proceedings. The hint was not overlooked, as the sequel will 
show. 

The Rev. J. Frost having requested to be excused from serving as 
chairman, the Rev. Samuel H. Cox was appointed chairman of the 
meeting. By request of the chair, the meeting was opened with an 
address to the throne of grace by Rev. Henry G. Ludlow. 

It was then distinctly stated, that the committee had arranged the 
remaining interrogatories under the heads of Trade, Education, 
and Religion ; that any persons present Avere at liberty this day, as 
on yesterday, to propose any questions in writing, with their names 
attached, and these questions, if not deemed improper by the chair, 
man, would be handed to the committee, to propose to Mr, Brown 
while the subject to which they related was under consideration; 
and that any gentleman who might appear on behalf of the Coloni- 
zation Society would be at liberty to cross-examine the witness. 

Violent opposition was made to this course of proceedings, and a 
portion of the audience insisted that a cross-examination should first 
take place. Dr. Reese rose and stated, that many of his friends were 
afflicted and grieved at some of the replies that were made the day 
previous, and he desired leave to put a few quc^^tions to Mr. Brown. 
After consulting with the committee, the chairmain gave notice that 
the committee were disposed to wait, to give an opportunity to any 
gentleman who represented the Colonization Society to put questions 
to Mr. Brown, and asked how long a time was required. Answers 
were given by several voices, "thirty minutes." The chairman then 
said Dr. Reese could occupy half an hour. 

Mr. Brown made a short address, saying his object was not to stir 
up strife or create dissension. He came here only to tell the truth. 
What he did not knov/ he had declined answering. 

Dr. Reese said he proceeded in. this matter as an individual, with- 
out any concert with the society. He felt a deep interest in the sub- 
ject, from his connection with the Missionary Board, Avho were pro- 
moting missions through the colony. He had no other object in view, 
and he hoped the audience would refrain from expressions of disap- 
probation or approbation. He then commenced his cross-examination. 

Did I understand you to say there was no Temperance Society at Liberia? 

I did not say there was no Tompt;rance Society, but that there was 
none to ray knowledge. 

Did you not say there were no ministers there who did not use ardent spirit 1 
I made exception of the missionaries. I meant there was no preach- 
ers of the colony. I did not mean to impeach the missionaries. I do 
not know any colored preachers who abstain. 
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T>t. Ree&e heire remarked, he had official documente to show tbit 
twelve preachers of the Missionary Society were members of th« 
Conference Temperance Society.* 

In answer to questions put to Mr. Brown by Dr. Reese, Mr. Wilder, 
tind others, he stated, that be believed there were six schools in the 
place; when he first arrived there were Sabbath schools; but they 
declined on the death of Mr. Cox, the missionary. After the other 
missionaries came, they were revived again. 

That he knew of two churches now building, he might say three; 
one of them has been a long time on hand—they are PresbyteriMi, 
Baptist, and Methodist. 

That the recaptured Africans were better off than many' colonists 
wh( have gone from this country. 

That it is not his opinion, nor the opinion of the colonists, that the 
upper country is healthy. 

That Millsburgh is less sickly than Caldwell, but both are sickly 
enough. 

That savage men reside at the Cape. 

That he knew a man who went to Milisburgh, and'was soon num- 
bered with the dead. 

That the natives who come down to the coast are not affected as the 
settlers tire. 

That he was in partnership with Johnson & Ward, but not with 
Mr. Doughty. 

That he has no concern in that country at present. 

That he has a sincere desire the colony should prosper, If it did 
not, many persons would be reduced to poverty and distress • and he 
would be destitute of humane feelings if he did not feel for them. 

That his wife went out from regard to him. 

That he had no other reasons than those before given for leaving. 

That he brought no certificate from the church with him, because 
there was no episcopacy ; Rev. Mr. Cox soon died ; the missionaries 
arrived, and they were soon sick. He intended to behave upright, 
and evince to the world that he had preserved his character. He did 
not think of obtaining a certificate at the moment he was coming away. 

That he did not know of any case where natives desire schools ex- 
cept what Mr. Wilson told him of Cape Mount. Never heard that 
King Boatswain desired them. 

That his wife is not daughter of King Boatswain. 

That he really believes if the missionaries can be taught the diver- 
sified languages there they can do good. The natives, fifteen to twen- 
ty miles apart, do not understand each other. 

That he has always expressed a desire that missionaries and other 
teachers should go. 

That he did not officiate as a class leader. Went as a member of 
the church only. They had no episcopacy. Were never put in clas- 



♦ This Conference Temperance Society was formed at a meeting of the preacbera, 
by themBeWes, under the airection of the missionariea, shortly before the Japiter sailed 
fifem Liberia, and it is not strange, therefore, that Mr. Biowu should have been unao- 
qwdnt«d with it. 
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MS, owing to their beiteg constatitly sick. Never was four day* out 
of bed with fever and ague. 

That he haa been as far as Millsburgh, said to be twenty or twenty- 
five miles distant, and also some distance on the coast. 

That he removed from his own country on account of oppressive 
Uws. They never affected him, but he saw how they affected others, 
suad he had a growing family and wished to place them where he 
could bring them up according to his wishes. 

That he had $2,400 before he left. 

That the colony is not in a flourishing condition. 

That a man going there cannot make a comfortable living. 

Questions by William H. Wilder. 

le not the situation of the blacks at the colony of Liberia much better than 
the blacks in this city or Philadelphia 1 

They are not as well off, nor are they surrounded with so many 
comforts of life. Many came to me to beg and others wish they 
were back. 

Does not the Colonization Society fumieh funds ? 

As far as I know the colonists have rations as promised. 1 never 
drew them. They give ihem out as far as they think them necessary. 

Do you not consider the Colonization Society useful 1 
I decline answering the question. 1 came here to tell what I have 
seen in Liberia. 

Questions by one of the audience. 
Do you think your statements will injure the Colonization Society ? 
I have no premeditated design to injure it ; I wish to tell the truth ? 
Did you ever visit what is called the Five Points t 
[The audience prevented an answer being given to this question.] 

Do you think immediate emancipation would promote good morals ? 
I ■decline answering such a question. 

[Here there arose a great excitement. In reply to a friend who 
desired him to keep cool, Mr. Brown said:] 

I am not in the least agitated, but shall never move from the truth. 

Questions by Dr. Reese. 

How many churches are there 1 

Three at Monrovia which are open for service. At Caldwell, 
Millsburgh, and New Greorgia, one each. 

How many conversions have taken place from the natives ? 

I know of one supposed conversion among the natives. He be- 
longs to the Baptist church. Is said to be converted but those ac- 
quainted do not think so. Many recaptured Africans belong to the 
church. 

Mr. Brown here remarked, I am glad the gentleman (Dr. Ree««l° 
interrogated me inspecting the missionaries. Would not impe6i6i& 
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t!»eir characters for all the world. They are as dear to m« as to that 
gdDtleman. 

Thomas Beli, of New-York, the commercial agent of the Coloniza- 
tion Society, wished to read extracts from some letters in bis posses* 
sion for the purpose of impeaching the character of the witness. 
They were addressed to him in the course of business. Leave was 
given. The friends of Mr. Brown demanded that the whole of the 
letters should be read. It was objected to this that part of the con- 
tents was of a private nature. The chairman decided that Mr. Bell 
might read such extracts as were pertinent to the case. 

The extract first read was of a letter from Thomas S. Grimke, 
Esq. to Thomas Bell, dated Charleston, S. C. 1st June, 1833. The 
part read certified the respectable character of Mr. Doughty,* of 
Charleston, the father of Mrs. Ward, now a widow in Libem. It 
states respecting her husband, " Ward, as I gathered, was among our 
most respectable colored people, but not of much property." 

The extract next read was of a letter from Wm. C. Doughty to 
the same Thomas Bell, dated Charleston, 3d Jan. 1834. It states that 
Mr. Ward died at Liberia of the prevailing fever, 8th August, 1833, 
leaving his widow, her children, and her sister, in great distress; that 
8 young man named Simpson, who had lived with Mr. Ward, had 
written that the copartnership between Ward, Johnson &- Brown, was 
dissolved by the former in consequence of the two latter cheating bim 
in the most scandalous manner. Simpson [tCr'but for his character no 
testimonial was given] remarked, he has no doubt but this helped to 
hurry him out of the world. 

Mr. Brown, after the extracts were read, said he wished simply to 
slate that whoever asserted he defrauded Mr. Ward misrepresented 
him. I hold now in my possession notes of Ward, taken in Charles- 
ton.! We loaned Ward money to go to Liberia. He acknowledged 
this in the presence of Mr. Grimke. He had no concern in the lum- 
ber, but we told him he might frame his house out of the timber and 
pay when he could ; but if he died and his widow should be unable 
to pay for it I would never ask her. Mr. Brown stated he never 
knew such a man as Simpson under the protection of Mr. Ward. J 



• It is BAid this Mr. Doughty is a white man and was never married. The mother 
of hi3 children iS: or was. his slave, whom with her husband, he purchased. I'he 
childrea whom he htid by ner are called Marshall. 
■ t The original notes, of which the following are copies, are now in the poBsession of 
Mr. Brown. 

Charleston, 29th October, 1832. Twelve moHths after date, I promise to pay Mr. 
rbomas C. Brown, or order, forty-two dollars, for value received. 

(Signed) PETER WARD. 

Savannah River, December 7th, 1832. Twelve months after date, I promise to pay 
Tbomas C. Brown, or order, twanty-siz dollars and fifty-five cents, for value received. 
(Signed) PETER WARD. 

tTbe Secretary of the meeting took possession of the letters, extracts of which had 
been read by Mr. Bell, and their entire contents showed plainly enough the reason 
why it was not deemea prudent to read the whole of them m the hearing of the meei- 
mg. Tbev would have shown too clearly that the testimony of Mr. Brown was cor- 
raoQrMed Of the witviess on the other side, both as to the motive of Mr. Brown's emi- 
gni»o to Liberia, and the miserable condition of the colony. 

1^ sappressed part of Mr. Doughty's letter is as follows : 
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Qnt^tim by Mr. Cktnslond. Did not Mr. Doughty furniob Mr. Wardl 
with a consider&ble amount in goods, and did be not sell them at a large 
profit! 

We contributed to the stock $1200, and Ward $200; and we took 
his notes for the rest, which was unfair to ourselves. Do not know 
that he had a considerable amount from Mr. Doughty. When we 
dissolved we had not over $15 in cash. The rest was in goods. 
Ward purchased a house of me, and a lot of some one else, which he 
sold afterwards to Doughty for $600 lo $050. I loaned him money 
to assist in the outfit to Liberia — that he said in presence of Mr. 
Grimke himself. I wish any gentleman would write to Mr. Grimke, 
and satisfy himself 

The committee now, about one hour after the commencement of the 
meeting, resumed titeir examination of Mr. Brown. And first re- 
specting the 

TRADE OF THE COLONY. 
Are there large numbers of the colonists engaged in trade 1 
There are. 

What articles do they trade in 1 

The native produce is camwood, ivory, &c. The goods bartered 
for them, are cloths, iron pots, powder, guns, rum, beads, and balls. 
These are sold to the natives in exchange. 

Is Rum one of the principal articles 1 

You cannot purchase of a native unless you give him what he 
wants, or something to get it with. And rum is what they most 
Tvant. 

Do slave sbips, or slavers, trade with the colonists ? 
I do not know of absolute trade with slave ships. I have seen 
m«n said to be slavers, but I did not know. 

Do natives corae from a distance to trade ? 

Natives come from a hundred miles, and probably upwards. 

What is a spear-pointed knife? and what is it used for ? 

I have never seen it in use, but it is used as a dirk to defend with. 



" My unfortunate dsugbter (Mrs. Ward) requests my advice how to act. She sayi, 
as a lone woman she cannot get along in Liberia, for no money is to txe made there 
but by trading, and that is enurely out of her province, and under these circamstanceti 
she expresses a strong wish to be reconveyed borne, but says she will not come to 
Charteeton again. She is right as to the last, fob the same tyrannv and opfbjc88ioh 
AWAITS HF.a HjBBE THAT DROVE THEM ALL TO Afbica eefoeb. I think It highly proba- 
ble, therefore, she will return to America as soon as she hears from me, and may set- 
tle in New-York. I have to beg you th'jrefore, my dear sir, to write roe whether with 

the help of t a year from me she and her sister can support themselves thera 

with their needles, both being good hands with them. Mrs. Vvard has /our diildren 
to maintain. She is a very exemplary woman, sincerely pious, and her indiuitry 
knoiws no bounds. Her sister is a fine young woman just growing up and can biljp 
her much. Pray write me particularly. I shall put into your care to ship lo Liben« 
for tbem the first chance, a few buthels of our countrv peas and 12 pierps of bacoa, 
with tetters, and I pray yoar kmd at tention to me in inis respect. Should theae on- 
jortonates come to New-Yoyk, will you be a £nend to them'J I am sure you will. 
I ajXE, dear Bir, Ac. WM. C. DOUGHTf. 
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Are muskets, powder, &c. eoid at bi|ffa piicesl 

I have bought a United States musket for three dollars ; and an 
English one for four dollars and fifty cents ; hunting guns for four 
dollars. 

Do the colonists cheat the natives ! and how i 

I will state how the trade is conducted, and leave it to you to judg-e 
if they can live without cheating. The time was when the produce 
was all brought to town. Camwood then sold for two bars a quintal. 
The colonists were anxious to get more' and established factories. 
The majority of the produce now goes to the factories. A bat is 
generally thought worth twenty-five cents, and the price of camwood 
is now increased to twelve bars at the factories. The traders pay for 
fetching it down, and then get three dollars. If they did not gam in 
weight, how could they live ? 

Who are some of the principal merchants t 

Mr. Waring, Daily & Russwurm, Teage, Cheeaeman, and McGill. 
Do you know Colston M. Waring? Is he a preacher? 
I know Mr. Waring ; he is a preacher. 
Is he a dealer in Rum — and to what extent ? 

He is a commission merchant and sells all the cargoes he can get 
assigned to him., I suppose. 

Who sells the most Rum in Africa J 

I am not prepared to say who sells the most. 

Have you ever seen natives drunk in Liberia ? 

I have. 

Where did they get the liquor f 

They do not distil liquor themselves — I suppose they must have 
got it in the colony. 

What are those persons about who are not engaged in farming or trading! 

There are a few mechanics, particularly masons. 

What wages do day laborers get ? 

Day laborers get 50 cents a day. 

Are there many farmers who employ laborers 1 

i know of no farmers who employ laborers or any body else, but 
their own families. 

• Are manufactures carried on to any extent 1 

Manufactures! There are no factories but them that purchase 
csmweod- 

Qt(9tftem by D. Van Dorm. Is the Rum needed for trade obtained by 
means of the society ? If so, whence is it obtsined 7 

I do not know a& it is obtained from the society, but suppose it is 
exported by merchants who wish to make money. 

4 



Questions by R. B. Hall. 

IHd you ever see any coffee trees growing in Liberia 1 And if so, did any 
of th^m belong to the Rev. C. M. Waring ? 

I have seen some belonging to Colston M. Waring. They were 
not bearing. He told nte ne bought there were 8,000. I should not 
think there were half jjomauy; but I did not" count, I have also 
seen about a dozen owned by D. Hilliard. They were bearing! I 
should say, 1 believe the country would produce coffee. 

Wtjftt is the price of butter? 

I have frequently paid 40 cents for butter. 

Ate the relations between the colonists and the natives, at the present 
tim*, of K friendly nature 1 

There are friendly relations to some extent. I must answer as it 
.exists. I should not say the truth, to say there are no friendly feel- 
ings ; and if I should say it is absolutely friendly, that would not be 
the truth ; so I must trim between the two. 

Que!Uion by 8. Brovm, M. D. You statod yesterday that you supposed a 
vertical sun and a dense atmosphere to be among the causes of the imheBithi- 
neas of the climate of Liberia. Are there any marshes, siwamps, or stagnant 
waters at, or in the vicinity o^ the village ; and might thesa be drained^ and 
without any great ezpeuse ! 

' There are marshes and swamps that I suppose might be drained. 
There are mangrove swamps and islands that are nearly covered at 
high water, and these could not be drained. 

Quention by one of the audience. Do you know of any of the colonists who 
are diesatisfied? 

I know many are dissatisfied, and have reason to be. 

Quectton by D. Dodd. How many conflrmed drunkards are there in Li- 
hprial 

I should not like to state; I do not know exactly what any one 
would mean by "confirmed." I know three individuals whom I will 
call practical drurikiards. 

Question by one of the avdievce. Wm that year more imhealthy than other 
y«ar8? 

1 am not prepared to say. The opinions were diversified. Some 
say they never knew it so unhealthy : others said they always died so 
when they first come. 

Qrmtion by J. Cqfin. Do you know of any person M'ho has commenced 
learning the native language 1 '■ 

I have heard of one young man who has commenced learning the 
native langiiage. 

Question by D. E. BartleU. Do you consider the chief object of the cate- 
{•hKsra to be to ezhibit a fair and honest account of the coloiiy of Liberia, or 
to prejudice the minds of this audience Rgainst the Colonization Society? 

I came here to tell the truth. I believe there are members of the 
Colohization Society present, and believe some of them have reports 
which substantiate what I have said. [Here the wifn^s appeared 
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mmch exhausted, and said he did not feel tvilling to be examined ftir- 
ther; but on being encouraged to proceed a little longer, he said — If 
the Colonization Society afe really auxiovs to know the truth, not- 
withstanding I am tired, I will waxt on them with pleasure .J 

: Que^ion by A. B. Baylit, For what purpose was that certificate which 
ilr. Tappan read, from the Methodist charlain, given to Mr. Brown 1 If to 
recommend him to the church in the colony, why was it not left as a testi- 
nony 1 

Of whom could it testify when I am here! They never exacted 
it of me to be left. I showed it to Mr. WiUiair«.s, who was preacher 
in charge, and afterwards to missionary Cox. , 

Qutstion by J. Coffin. How much money have you lost by removing to 
Literia? 

I cannot tell how much I have lost. I expect some that is qut in 
the Colony, that I will get it. I had when I arrived here some dra&^» 
some of which were paid the next day after I saw Mr. Gurley. That 
put me in possession of $800. 

, Question Charka GotUd, 25 WaiLslrest. Did you, when a merchant in 
Munrovia» deal in ardent spirits I 

I did deal in rum. I was carried aiong with the iqfluence then in 
the Colony. No man can get provisions of the natives, except he 
have the article required. 

Queslion by J. Lee. Had you succeeded well in business in Liberia, and 
made out as well as you expected, would you have returned to this country ^ 

I should have returned if I found mji health to be impaired, as I 
went to improve my condition. 

Question by G. Smith. Did you trade in the same manner the colonists 
UBUoIiy do? 

I kept what is there termed a wholesale store. I traded only, witii 
dealers and factory men, except with a few natives who came fo the 
town. 

Queslion by Mr. Cazee. Is rum carried into the setllement of Liberia by 
vcBsels sent out by the Colonization Society ? 

I don't know of any case; not to my knowledge. 

Qymstion by F. T. Peel. Could it have been ascertained by the coJonistB, 
if they chose so to do, whether or not those persons who were supposed to be 
slavers were really so f 

It could. 

QueUUm by Geo. C. Sckoeffer. Did Brown ever buy or sell any rumT 
What he means by a dense atmosphere, and how it is caused by a vertical 
sun, as he says t 

What I mean by a dense atmosphere is the rain falling upon the 
earth, and the sun coming out directly creates fogs, which gives rise 
to fever. 

Qw&ixon by - — Could the Cplonisji^tion Bociety prevent t'ne tradft fn 
vm iftkey should tryl 
\m not py9|)ft?«4 ♦*<> Rniw^i that «^tte»Upi[^ directly. 
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The committee DOW pioceeded to ejf&msne Mr. Brown respecting the 
KELIGION OF THE COLONY. 

How luxay miaigters of the gospel ere there in Liberia ? 

I c-antiot correctly say; I suppose iiearly about a dozen, incladiag 
missiocaries ; lliree Presbyterian missionaries, fend two Methodist 
laissionaries, aad about seven colored preachers belonging to the 
colony. 

How many of theto devote their whole time to the work of the raiaistry ? 
AH the white missionaries, when they are in health : none of the 
ftoionists. 

Are any of them engaged in tr&del Which of them sells the taost goods 1 
All the commission merchants are preachers, except one house, 

I^ily & Russwurm. Daily & Russwurm, and Mr. Waring, have 

the most extensive warehouses. 

Do these preachers sell ardent spirit, powder, muskets, &c. ? Jl^ad to 
what extent! 

They are commission merchants, and sell whole cargoes as ihey 
are brought. 

Is there any preacher who does not sell ram ? 
I am not sure. 

Are muskets, powder, spear-pointed knives, ttnd ruoi, gold to the natives 
who live back from the coast T 

The natives who live far back do not generally require knives; 
some take guns, as I am told ; the Mandingoes take piostly powder 
and tobacco. 

Do yoa believe that the nstives, who b«y tliese articlcts, know that the sudtU 
W are preachers md profesEing Christians 1- 

They know they are Chrisiians; whether they know they are 
preachers, it is more than I can say. 

Do the colonists often converse together about civilizing end christiantsia^ 
the natives? 

They do not converse together about it, I have heard it men- 
tioned in public worship. 

Do the colonists make the morals and religious improvement of the na- 
tives a subject of prayer? 

It is utterly out of my povrer to tell if they pray much on the sub- 
ject. It is sometimes mentioned in public worship. 

, Do the coloaists pmy mush about the conversion of Africa to God ? AaS 
do those who are professing Ch.iistiaas act as if they considered themselves 
Kussionaries among the heathen ? 

I cannot say they do. 

Do t.he miniE-terE engage much in the party politics of the Colotiy 1 Are 
there any dutputee between the native kings, or others, and the coloiustst 
And do these disputes leave on the minds of the natives a favorable impress- 
ica reepecting the religion of the colonists. 

The ministers arc the principal politicians La the Colony.. There 
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has been a disturbaace at Little Bassa-, but I am not able to state tie 
particulars. I believe it is repressed. On quesiioa of a lavor«bie 
inSuence, I am not prepared to answer. 

Do the people generally attend church 1 
The people generally attend chilrch. 

Are the colonists much engagred in Sabbfith schools ? 

They are not much engaged in Sabbath schools. There was a 
Sabbath school, but it got broke up, and on the arrival of the missioa- 
aries was revived. I have visited it, and believe it was ultetid(^ by 
at legist thirty children. 

Wh&t is doing for the reHgioas infstruction of the c&tives in aad near ths 
Colony ! 

The recaptives have churches; of the others i koow. nothing, with- 
out perhaps the colonists n>ay pray for them. I know they do not 
try to fetch them inta the Christian faith. 

Are any of ihe preachers qualifying themeelves to teach, and preach to the 
natives, by learning their language 1 

Among the colonists I don't know of any, and I don't believe there 
are any. 

Is it the usuiil practice of those preacljers of the gospsl who sell powder, 
raxa, muskets, &^:. ko the natives to converse with them, in their shops, or 
elsewhere, about their souls, the education of Iheir chiMTcn, or reUgiua 
generally t 

There are none bat the Kroomen on the coast can urtderiiS^iqd ow 
language. With the rest trade is carried on by signs : they point ta 
the article, &.c. 

It is f,ta.ted in the African Ilc»posit«ry for ApriS, IBS-l, (p. 57,) that a quire 
cf pjipcr is at the present moment of zrsore value t^an a bible ; t!is,t bibLes 
and tracts have teen sent here, (Liberia,) and either used as waste paper oe 
made food for ivorme. — 1. Do you personally know tiiis fact? 2. And caa 
you give any reason for it ? 

I have visited the library, and have seen many bibles and tracts 
lying there. It is owing principally to the ignorance of the settlers. 
Very few of them xan read a word. It is known that a majori^ 
cannot. 

Would a stranger visiting Ijiberia, and who had no tjther informatiM!). thiaa 
the general appearance, condition, and employment of the colonists, be af^ 

to Lhmk it was a mis^iicaerj' ertablishtncnt. 

If he were there on the Sabbath, he might think it so. When visk- 
ing the houses x>f the merchants, which is the general Walk of for- 
eigners, he would be very likely to ibrm a favorable opinion of the 
Colony. 

Are any of the natives employed in the families of the pre^hers or oi^sw 
coloniists, a.E servants 1 

I don't know of any nativfcs employed by the mistionaries. 

Do the natives cejl the c0iOni.Et5 white men, as a term of distiactiaa ! 
They do. 
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; Bo t\m coloHista feci &s mitch above the ii&tives &s the whites do here tSwv* 
the colored people 1 Or do they sjssoci&te together on terms of equality ? 

Kings, coming to thai place, and chief men, are taken into their 
houses. The lower order are not. They are employed as servants 
for the purf»ose of toting burdec?, as there are no animals there, or 
very few. 

- Is any more p&ins taken to educ&t^ and improve the aatives than is made 
here by tJjQ white population generally to eleva.te the colored I 

There is niA. 

Have many natives become professors of religion I 

f have known of one conversion. Another littie girl has heen 
brought up by Hillary Teap^e, and I suppose she will adopt the Christ 
tian custom. I have been told by Mr. Waring and others that some 
portion of the Mandingoes have adopted the Christian mode. 

la their much intimacy and friendship between the families of the colo- 
fiistftl 

The circles of acquaintances are limited. 

Now tell us the actual influence of the colony at Liberia upon the native 
Aiiricaas ? 

It has little or no effect. I know Mandingoes who are sober and 
temperaUe, professing the Mohammedan religion. Among those who 
have adopted the Christian mode intoxication is frequent. I was 
told by C. M. Waring that this is the first thing they adopt, in adopt- 
ing the Christian mode. 

fAl this time Mr. Brown complained of being very much exhaust- 
ed, and said I have siill fevers and agues from the climate, and feel 
60 much exhausted that I cannot promise to answer more than twen- 
tj' questions.} 

Question &y one of £ke audience. Did you ever pray for the converEioh of 
the nationa of Africa, while at the same time you were dealingr out ardent 
spirit for them, and making daily use of it yourself ? " 

It was deemed necessary there to use ardent spirit to preserve our 
liealth. Whether it be so or not I know not. I do not believe any 
candid person, who will go there, will doubt it. As to praying for 
their conversion I have not only done it there but here, and at my own 

house. 

Qutstictti if-c. Ie C. M. Waring a lay preacher? 
I believe he is, but I should like to know hat is meant by a lay 
|)rcacher. He has a regular charge and administers the ordinances. 

Qjiestimr How do you know the traders cheat the natives ? 

I have heard the, traders say they got more than a quintal.* 

QiicithTi, ti^^c. Will you attend a meeting of the Colcnizsjtian Society on 
Tuesdaj" iivening nest to answer queelionp ? 

If npthing to prevent I will nUend the meeting, 



*THis refers to W iT^tsytT ffSlvrvl \o tb;§ rnflhcKi cf ctoing fcuiSuctr^ p'sge 9S. 
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' ' Qajtstian hy A. B. LambeH. W&s the ^300 paid for pamge out retsirn- 
ed ? If act, was any offset m&de, or what was do&e with the usoaey ! 

They still owe me, but I expect it will be paid, 

Question hy Mr. Hall. Do you know, or did you ever hesr, wh»£ is the 
cause of tJxe war in Liberia, which took place while Mr. Afihman was s^eiit ! 

I do not tnovv. 

Q,«e«f«?» hy W«a. A. WtUxs, 72 Canal slreel. Did you not ever trade, 
cither directly or indirectly in ram, while you a member of the church! " ' 

I did. 

Q,mstum hy A. Vail. Have you & desire that the colony should prosper 1 
'\ have an interest in the prosperity of the colony as 1 have proper- 
ty there and friends. 

Q,«««<ion hy W. HaU, Jr. Did any circumstance or circumst&acea occur_in 
regard to youreelf ' during your residence at the colonjo tendinjf to excit* 
unpleasant personal fedings in your nund, and to sour your raind agaiiyt its 
interests a colony? • . ' 

There was not any. 

Qaesfion by Thomas Bell Do you know if the Colonization Society have 
sent any rush to the colony 1 

' I do not know. 

Q,uestim hy Bev. J.Wihtm. Q^ery J In Brown's conversatipa with Mr. 
Cresson, did that gentleman bold out any pronuses to indtiee him io giVe 
fftbe statements of the colony t i * - 

As I said, he ^vished me to speak well of Bassa Cove, and said he 
.would help me about gettipg business, but in a conversation "a fter- 
Vifard he said he did not intend to influence my niind. ' 

■ Queatism by W. B. Sltepard. How many days did it take you to go to 
Cape Mount? ' . ' > 

I sailed on Saturday morning and arrived on Sunday night in a 
sloop. 

[The questions prepared by the committee were varied, and others 
added, during the examination, according to circumstances.] 

The committee having proceeded thus far, amidst repeated inter- 
ruptions, would have asked the Vi^itaess the remaining questions 
sent up to the chair by different persons in the meeting, but 
the noise and digturbaace iucreafied to such a degree that it v^as im- 
practicablo. A person rose, addressed the chairman^ and commen- 
ced reading a set of resolutions in favor of the Colooizatioa Society. 
But as the busmess for which the raeeting had been called waa firs- 
ished, it was moved and seconded that the meeting be dissolved. 
The question was put and carried ; and the abolitionists retired, or 
remained as spectators. 

Rev. R. R. Gurley \5.'as then appointed chairman, by the diEturb- 
ers of the previous ineetiog, aad addressed the multitude in an ani- 
mated speech, styling them his « Christian brethren." As if to in- 
Same the minds of his audience to a still higher degree of madness 
end folly, he represented the priaciples of the Anti-Slavery Societies 
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fts tending to " dissolve the tTnitm/* ** turu the slaves loose to cut the 
throats ottheir massters," &c. &c.: and finally, he declared with great 
emphasis, his determination, as the question of slavery and emancipa- 
tion now stand», between the abolitionists of the north, lutd the slave 
holders of the south, (o go with the south. ^ 

A colored man, named Davis, who was formerly in Liberia, was 
brought forward to state his views of Liberia. He was understood to 
give views of the colony, in some respects difterent from the state- 
ments of Mr. Brown. It is to be recollected that Davis left Liberia 
upwards of six years ago. It is declared by many respectable colored 
people that immediately on his return from that place, and before be 
became a dependent upon the Colonization Society, he gave an un- 
favorable account of the colony ; and that since his testimony was 
given above, he has said he would never again speak in favor of Li- 
beria. 

The appearance of Davis, as an impugner of Brown*s testimony, 
excited some expression); of displeasure among the colored part of 
the audieoce ; and things might, for aught we know, have been said 
and done by these goaded and insulted people, to give some color to 
the charge that the friends of abolition behaved unseemly at the meet- 
ing. It is a fact, however, to which many hundreds of disinterested 
persons in the city, and from the country, were witnesses, that the 
adDolitionists, as a body, during both days' examination of the witness, 
conducted with decorum and moderation. Their doings have been 
wilfully and grossly misrepresented, not merely by unprincipled po- 
litical papers, but even by newspapers styled religious. The publi- 
cation of the testimoayj precisely as it was given, will disabuse the 
public mind of part of the prejudice that may have been excited 
against the abolitionists by the extraordinary perversion of truth to 
wnich we. have alluded. W)e ask that the testimony mat be 
XKAD ; the facts pondered ; and we doubt not a candid public will 
pronounce a righteous decision. 
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After Mr. Brown's return to Philadelphia, Joshua Coffin, of that city, 
one of the committee of examination, and who has possession of the 
origiiial questions, obtained from him answers to those questions that 
were sent up to the chairman of the meeting, and not proposed to 
the witness for want of opportunity. It is deemed proper to annex 
to the pubUe examination these questions, with tlie answers. They 
wfll #ell reward an attentive perusal. Those who know Mr. Coffin, 
will need no assurance of the fidelity and accuracy of his report of 
tJje replies of Mr. Brown. And with respect to the witness himself, 
there is intwnal evidence of hip inteiligence, honesty, self-possession, 
fairness. 

Question by P. D. Myeta. Was you in the habit of drinking spirituous 
liquors, while in Llberiii 1! 

I did not practice total abstinence, nor do 1 know of any colonist 
or sef er who does. Ardent spirits are much used as a medicine, 
becaace it is thought necessary to the preservation of health. My 
v©wn drifik was principally ale and porter. By the term colonists or 
settlers, I do not mean the missionaries. 

.i^tisstioti by H. Doughty. Is ardent spirit drank by those who preach the 
gospel there ? 

Some of them do. 

I^Rstiou by W. Hall, jr. Is not Mr. Waring the preacher, who sells rum, 
a lay preacher J 

He is not, as he administers the ordinances. 

< Question by Tho. G, Fletcher. Have you reason to euppoae that tJie Co- 
Itmiz&tion Society approves the trade in rum 1 

It is a matter I never inquired into. I have been informed by some 
of the old settlers, that no territory has as yet been purchased without 
rum. 

Quefition by St. R. Gurley. Have you not understood that the Coionizatioa 
Society are doing all in their power, by their advice and influence, to promote 
temperance. 

I heard of no such thing while I was in Liberia. 

Question by R. R. Gurley. Did you not know that the Liberia temperance 
society was formerl ^/iefore you left the colony J 

I did not. I knew there was one talked of. 

Do you know that land has been bought at Cape Palmaa by the Maryland 
Society without rum? 

I was informed by a gentleman who was present at the sale, that 
the land at Cape Palmas was bought without tarn ; and that the fifty 

5 
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dollars given to them initead of it, wu uisd by the natives ia the 
purchase of rum. 

Is not temperance the rule, and iutvTkperance the exceptioa ! 

It is, if by temperance is meaui moderate drinking ; but if it means 
total abstinence, it is not. The colonists, as a body, are temperate 
people, and would be so considered here. 

Question by J. H. Howard. Do not many captains and Bupercargoes arri- 
ving at Monrovia, dispose of their own cargoes ? 

They do not, as it is contrary to law for any white man to be enga- 
ged in trade, in his own name. 

Question by W. Doweli. Are the miesionaries engaged in the s«le «f 
mm? 

No white man, is, to my knowledge, engaged in any kind of«trade, 
aa I said before. 

Question by G. Cleaveland. You say that not more is doing to elevate 
the character of the natives, than is doing in this country for the colored peo- 
ple. Do you mean at the north, or ia Charleston, S. C.I 

I alluded to Charleston. What is doing at the north I do not know. 
What the missionaries may do hereafter in Liberia, I pretend not to 
say. They have not, as yet, been able to do any thing, on account of 
sickness, and the shortness of the time they have been there. 

How many grog shops are there in Liberia'! 

There are none, as it is contrary to law to sell any quantity less 
than a gallon at a time. 

Question by R. R. Gurley. Are not Teage, Johnson, Waring, Ciasar, 
Baily, and several other colored men preachers ? 

They are. 

Question by A. Hadden. Is there a union in Liberia, between the church 
and state 1 

There is an intimate union. 

Question by Ch. Gould. Ib it not usual for persons to leave their certifi- 
cates of membership with the church in Aftica, wl en th'^y unite with the 
church there, on certificate? 

I arrived on the 17th of Dec. and on the 20th presented my certi. 
ficate- in company with several others, none of whom were ratained. 

Question by D. £. Bartiett. Did you enter as probationer 1 
Certainly not. 

Question by C. L. M. Evangeles. How many times did you attend church 
during your stay in Liberia T 

Every Sabbath that I was able to go. 

Question by Williamson. What number do you think attend church 1 
The churches are well attended. 

Question by D. B. B&rtlett, Is it not true that the Sabbath is i^ct^ ob- 
served there 1 

The Sabbath is well observed. 



35 

QuMtion by M, A. Baldwin. Row many converiu<mB of the ccdonists wen 
th»n during your residence in the colony 1 

There were some conversions but how many I cannot say. 

Question by Cleavel&nd. When you say ^^ou found clergymen acting aa 
commission merchants in Liberia, have you not found the same to be the case 
in America ? 

I have known one or two instances. 

Question by R. R. Gorley. Do not the colonists have days, in which they 
celebrate the founding of the colony 1 

They have one day in December. On the last anniversary, their 
orator, the Rev. Mr. Lewis, said in his address, that the tree of virtue 
in the colony had received a blow at the root, and it had been totter- 
ing and falling ever since. The blow, he said, was struck in 1828. 
He dwelt much on this point. 

Question by R. R. Gurley. Have you or have you not, understood &om 
those who have been in the interior, that the country is a fine and fertile- coun- 
try? 

I have every reason to believe, from what I have heard, that the 
country there is fertile. 

Question by R. R, Guriey. Is there net a saw mill now erecting in the 
colony 1 

It was not commenced when I came away. John J. Russell was 
engaged to>uild the mill, but declined, and was about to remove to 
Sierra Leone when I came away. 

Question by £. A. Stilkoa)i. Is timber produced in considerable quanti- 
ties in the vicmity of the colony ? 

It is not. In the lower settlements the sawyers say it is nearly 
exhausted, and is now carried from 3 to 6 miles on the heads of men, 
women and children. 

Question by W. R. Grordon. Do not the colonists look down with a degres 
of contempt upon the natives 1 

They do. 

Question by V/ilson. Did you treat them as servants ? 
I hired one native as a house servant, and occasionally others in 
t^e store. 

Question by R. R- Guriey. Are not some native children learning the 
English lacguage, and do you not think it easy for teachers to instruct the 
children in the English language 7 

Those engaged as servants are of course learning English, but I 
know of no others. Colored children are, however, very tractable. 

Question by D. E. B&rtJett. Do not the colored people in Liberia make 
their own laws ? 

They do not. They can propose laws subject to the approval of 
the society. 

Question by H. G. Ludlow. How m&ny of the colonists are able to read 1 
I suppose abpqt qne third. 
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Question by J. Coffio. How raany do you suppose cao write ? 
Perhaps one sixth. 

Question by D. D. Marein. Do the natives use the powder «ad muskto 
for hunting wild beasts, or in war among the tribes "i 

They use them for both purposes. 

Question by J. Coffin. What is the principal cause of these wars 1 
I do not know the general cause of their wars, but many of them 
are occasioned by the slave trade. 

Question by D. D. Marein. Who favor the slave trade most, the colomste 
or natives ? 

There is no slave trade carried on within 60 miles of Monroviaj 
namely, at Galenas and Cape Mount. There it is carried on by th« 
natives ; some settlers reside among them. 

Question by J. Coffin. How many of the re-captured Africanp are hvmg 
in LSbaria? t)p they reside by themselves ? Are they as industrious as Oie 
cdohiirts from this country "? Can many of them read ? ' 

They reside at New Georgia, and are the most industrious people 
in the colony. Their number I do not know. I know of more than 
20 re-captured Africans, who have married American women, and 
there are probably many more. Among themselves, they do ijot 
speak English, and do not read it. Their children are learning to 
read in Mr. James Eden's school, at that place. 

Question by S. Smith. Do you know of any instance where spear-pointed 
knives were imported into the colony by vessels sent out by the Colonisation 
Sosietyl 

I do not. These knive^ are principally an English atticxe. 

Question by Charles Starr. Have you ever purchased any of the spear- 
pointed knives you speak of? If so, what did you do with them 1 

I purchased thirty dozen, which I sold to Major Barbour, and Cap- 
tain Weaver, who is ag«nt at Grand Bassn. 

Ciuestion by Charles Starr. What did you do with the guns you purchased? 

They lay on my hands till there was a scarcity in the colony ; I then 
soiil them to uierclunts and settlers in the coJony. I never sold any 
to the natives. 

Question by C. Franklin. How were you in Liberia, and how long there 
before you was taken eick 1 

I was there about ten days before i was taken sick. The other 
question has been answered. 

How many days did you spend in examining the place? 

I was in Monrovia nearly fourteen months, and visited at different 
times, Caldwell, Millsburgh and New Georgia. 

With how many colonists are you acquainted ? 

With nearly all at Monrovia, aid many at the other settlements. 

Question by A. Vail. For how long a i,nne together, have you been well ? 
I was not entirely well during my residence in the colony. I wiui 
never free from the fever and ague for four days together. 
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Qiiie^QtQ by i- W. C»nin£toQ. Wa« the qccawioai qj^ which ])^. ^^fjS^ 
to C^pe Mount, om of the tune« on wHcli ne wss pot got of Pftl^ 
for four days together, as he (Mr. Browu) says that he vi^ oevtr ov/^ t^ 
bed for more than four days at a time ? 

I was two days in going to Cape Mount, and about four hours in 
returning. 

Question by G. W, Bethune. Of what character are those coloniste who 
wish to return ; are they iunong the most industriouB and temperate, or the 
reverse 1 

Those of both classes wish to return. For evidence of this see Mr. 
Doughty's letter. 

Question by D. T. F. McLaughlin. To what degree are the natives friend- 
ly to the colony 1 

It is difficult to give a correct answer to this ^estion. A j^rii^cii- 
pal part of the natives in the colony are either servants or lte^:^r<0if 
who remain a part of the year only. 

. Question R. R. Gurley. Is there not a Baptist missionsiy B»caetjr in li- 
beria? 

There is» 

Question by H. Gell. How much naoBey had you when you left 
Charleston, independent of the money which you obtained for your Wive 
houses t 

Over six hundred dollars. 

. Quebtionby J. Sandore. What is the nett amount of your gains by going 
to Liberia^ exclusive of your passage back! 

Instead of gaining money, I shall lose $1600, unless the colony 
should revive and flourish. In thai cajse my loss will be less. 

Question by R. R. Gurley. When you say you paid forty cento per pound 
for butter, do you mean that you paid that in coin? 

I mean in coin. I have in fact pjiid fifty cents per pound in silver. 

How do you know that the language of the natives is greatly divemfied ; 
do you imderstaud any or all of them 1 

I do not understand the native languages, but I have seen repealed 
instances where one native could not understand another. 

Question by H. Gell. Were you not from some circumstances unfriendly 
to the Colonization Society before you left Liberia 1 

I was, in consequence of the disappointment arising from the non- 
perfomjance of their engagement to send out the lumber, and from 
the refusal of the Governor to take his own acceptances in payment 
of duties. 

Question by Henry Gell. Has not the fact that the greater Bl&j(mty ofthe 
p^le With whom you associate particularly had some inlhieDce on yiwr 
mind, and caused you to give statements unfavorable to the Colonization So- 
ciety < 

Not in the least. My mind has not been at all chanced in that 
respect since I left Liberia. If my statements are uawivomble to 
the Colonization Society, I can only say that they are tmer 
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Qneitifflni by E^My G^. Bw not the fket that you wwe written to bv a 
ftwoi of tiie Anti-fliawry Socieirt to come to New Yoric trm Vti&tAfApm^ , 
iuA Mme iffii^eafioe m your mitto in theie statements ? 

No. I Mmft mdtt«0d to go to New York as much by the belief that 
cdojusatioQists wbhed to ascertain the true ataie of the colory, m 
any thing elae. 

linestio>; or G. C. Schaefler. Are there any mulatto men in Liberia 1 
and are not whites, such as captains vessels and sailors, frequent visiters 
in the colony f 

There are several mulattoes in Liberia. Many captains visit the 
colony for the purpose of disposing of their cargoes to the commission 
merchants, but sleep on board their vessels. Sailors very seldom 
come on shore, as the Kroomen unload the ships. 

Queirtion bv D. T. Tan Doren. Do yon not know that the year you went 
out was much more unhealthy in companson to the number of inhabitants, 
than other years? 

I do not know that it was. I have been informed by the old set. 
tiers, that in some expeditions every emigrant has porished. 

Q,ue8ti(m by J. Smith. What is the most advanced age, sk far as your 
Imowledge extends, c£ any who have gone from this country ? 

I know of two persons who are probably not far firom seventy. 

Queatioin by W. Hall, Jr. How many persons do you know to have cheat> 
ed the natives 1 

I never attempted to count them. 

Question by C. Kellogg. Did you ever cheat the natives yourself? 

Being a wholesale merchant, I did not trade with the natives eX' 
cept in a few instances ; nor do I know of more than one merchant 
at Monrovia, who does personally trade with the natives. That is 
principally carried on by persons who are called factory men. 

Qnestion by J. Coffin. What are these factories, how are th^y built, and 
wh^ do they cost? 

I never saw one myself, but I have been informed by those who 
own them, that they are thatched huts, from five to six feet high at 
the eaves, and cost from twenty to forty bars ; a bar being estimated 
at twenty.five cents. 

Question by J. Coffin. Do the natives ever cheat the colonists, and if so, 
what is their punishment when detected 1 

They do, frequently ; and when they are detected, and can be ap- 
prehended within the limits of the colony, are put in the stocks, and 
there they remain till pecuniary compensation is given by their rela- 
tives or friends. 

Question by P. T. Peet. How many ships visited the colony while you 
were there, who were there supposed to be slavers 1 

No ships ; but some small vessels came from Cape Mount and Ga. 
leras. The slave trade is said to be carried on at Little Bassa. 

Qoestitm by H. Gilpin. What led Ward to tell Blr. Simpstm that you and 
our partner cheated him ? . 
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Th0ft WM not, to my koowlsdge, any sach num m SinmMoni in the 
eolow ; nnl Wari^ver, to my TmowWgd. chui^ 4wii«r of si» 
Trjw^fir»tt#Bfi^ha^ He was h^elf the bo<^>]c0^^,'(iitd m6 
haola Sbt'wrenl v^ks after th-Q dftssoltttioD A ouir^rtn^nhip* ^ ^ 

Q«B(tifla by Rev. J. WiiiM». Do yoa oieaa tomjl^itf Mr. fflliot Creiwoa 
held oet Miy iMoGAiDent tft yoo to iDoke a Mm 8t«te^ 

What if. thought of Mr. Cresson's request, will appear from mj an- 
swer to him ia presence of Dr. Gardner, which was ajs follows : " I 
never knew what poverty was, but &r preferable to me would he the 
bread of poverty to the bread of deceit.'*^ 

Db you not koow that it is a psrt of the coatract, which the Maryland 
Soeirty have nude tax the porchaee of territory, that they shall eRScaUiah free 
■cfaools for the beoefit (rf* the natives ? 

I have heard that mentioned, and understand rhat Mr. Wilson ex- 
pects to go and establish a school there, 

QuestiMi by D. E. Baitlett. Did you see or hear of iShe depulatioa sent 
oKEt last year by the free edored people of Natchez to visit liberial 

I'did not see them, as they had returned to America before I left it. 

Qnsstioa by J. Coffin. IMd you read the report written by them ? 

I read the report to which their names are attached. I use this 
expression, as I was afterwards informed by several persons in the 
comny tlmt they were illiteiate men, and by a gentleman who is now 
a merchant there, who returned to this coijntry in the same ship with 
them, that one of them was learning his letters on board the vessel. 

Question by J. Coffin. Is Monrovia m the whole improving ! 
It is not, in my opinion. I know of three houses now building, and 
three churches. Two of the latter are as substitutes for two old ones. 

Question by W. Chauncy. Would not rice and other productions grow in 
sufficient quantities to sustain the colonists, if the ground was well cultivated 

I am not qualified to judge, as the experiment has never been tried. 
Not an acre of land bas yet, to my knowledge, ever been plowed. 

Question by J. Coffin. How many horses, cattle, sheep, goats and jacks, 
have you ever seen in the colony 1 

I have seen two horses, two milch cows, no oxen except what are 
brought into the colony for beef, a few hogs, 8 or 1 0 sheep at Monro- 
via, about as many goats, and 4 or 5 jacks. 

Question by J. Coffin. What fruits are there in Liberia? 

Banana'i, plantains, guavas, limes, and s few oranges. 

Qoestioa by J. Coffin. How are these obt^ed ? 

The bananas, plantains and oranges, by purchase from the natives 
and recaptured Africans, and a few from the colonists in the upper 
settlements. 

Ar^ the coiooists as a body able to pay thar debts 1 

Some of them are able, but many of them say they are not able. 

Wum what you know of the siMtlanent would you recommend the fr»e c*- 
ktMNl people to go 1 

No, I WOUI.P NOT. 




: Pai. s^-tiP mlo-^ig irm' &H fm tlat .si 

. ^-:.J"^^. R'cgaaimed with several fiom'Southampton Co. Virgin^, wM. 

'M&?^.e4:'me,that; ^fey received severii! hundred lashes, fraiii tk%, 
role's, to make th#tt w^^ In oneitistaDcea m^.tt was sevsir 

tim&k coiR»eiled to wilri<a;s the iashes infiicted on his wife, an^ thin J 
fee seirerefi; fibg-ged liimseif. In another instance a famiiy jfeceiv^ 
information ffoia ■«heir vv'hite neighboj;s that liniess they weaito Lib 
tiz. in the ship then about to sail to Liberia, they should be ^M^p& 
■Having no jaeanai of. .redress they were obliged to go, "■ I was &\m-i 
ibifmed by ihfe blactemith, who our work and v^ho was a ve; 
pious man, that he had no notice that heivas to go to Liferia tiH i! 
day before he ^tfl$ ordered by his itnaster to take the steam-b<«t, wkicj 
carried him to the ship in vrhich he sailed for Liberia. His ccsisei 
vms not asked, aor had he time to collect any tools to carry with hid 

QuestioB hy J, CoSia, Wb&t is the psobable c&use of a pit ©f 
Mandiagoes mmdoning the Mahometan faith, and wrhatia now their coa^'iict 

As they ere engaged in kinds of trade »n every point of th 
coast from Sierra Letjae to Liberia, I do not know what should causj 
their chang'i of views. It is well known that those professing th| 
Mahometan faith never drink any kind of intoxicating liquors, bn 
since they have abandoned the Mahoaietan faith the. Mandingbes. art 
in the habit of getting drunlc, to the great surprise of the ,other ni 
tives. I have myself seen in the town of Caldwell, a Mendihgo mfer 
chant, the leadej.of a band of thirty men, drunk, and heard a n&liv 
say, " What the matter Mandingo mai?, he jufo-t same other men,^* o 
in other words fee is as drunk as a Christian. . 

Q,"cstioK. by J. Coffin. Are tbey ejips^jed in the skve trs,cle nowl 
They a.ie still, as be-fore, etigagei in the slave trade like otb.e| 
nominal Christians, and it is generally understood that the lo,bacc4 
and guns purchased by them of the factory men arc used in the pur 
chase of sla^'cs. To all their former \'ices they now add intemper 
Since, as their first Clirintian lesson. 

Ciueetion by W. Welles. ' %Vhj did the colored men from liberia, who 
.attended the ColoRisstion meeting last 4th of July at this place, give mch 
favorable report®, and why did they return to liberia after a long trifUt if the 
colony is eo bad ? 

I do not know that they did give favorable reports of the colony,! 
bccaute I heard one of then:! vzy thst he made no favorrible reports,' 
and did not advise any pensou to come. At that time both were cS- 
cers in the colony and receiving a salary. 

Q,Q£stioa by J. Coffin. Did you ees Simon Negro in the colony? 

I did J I saw him nearlj' every day after his arrival dtirii^ hi? life. 
He said he came out there to pray and sing, and .exhort the people, 
which he, did, and was in good spirits till his death in D'C-cerrsber last. 

Q.u.ciliGn by J. COilLu, Do you Uiinl: if the i'cal aad tciiid Bi%L'j of Lhe 
■«:'5l03y -libtris. vrtts knc^ to the free cclored. people of tliig cc-cntry, tliat 
ssy more of them would vclu3,tajily go to ths.t pkce ? ■. ' ■ . 

I da not. . . 



